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Let us begin in prayer: 
 
 Dear God, we thank You for all of the blessings You have given us and our 
families. Please continue to release Your love and compassion into our homes, 
workplaces and in spaces there is any sort of suffering.  We are confident 
because as it is written, “…I have hope. The Lord’s loving kindnesses indeed 
never cease, for His compassion never fail. They are new every morning; great is 
Thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:21-23) In a compassionate God who never 
fails, I place self into Your hands in the days and weeks ahead. Amen   
 We need friends, especially during times like these. There is a story about 
a woman who telephoned a friend and asked how she was feeling. "Terrible," 
came the reply over the phone, "my head’s splitting and my back and legs are 
killing me. The house is a mess, and the kids are simply driving me crazy." 
 Very sympathetically the caller said, "Listen, go and lie down, I’ll come over 
right away and cook lunch for you, clean up the house, and take care of the 
children while you get some rest. By the way, how is your husband Sam?" 
 "Sam?" the complaining housewife grasped. "My husband’s name isn’t 
Sam." "Oh dear," exclaimed the first woman, "I must have dialed the wrong 
number." There was a long pause. "Does that mean you’re not coming over?" 
 That housewife had hoped she’d found a friend. Someone who would be 
there in her need. Friendship is a powerful thing. We need friends and so does 
Jesus.  John’s gospel tells of Jesus and His friends.  
 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be made full. This is My commandment, that you love one another, 
just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his 
life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what I command you. No longer 
do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have 
made known to you. You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you 
that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. This I command 
you, that you love one another.” 
 In this passage Jesus speaks directly to his disciples but indirectly to us 
today. Most importantly are the words “You did not choose Me I chose you” As 
Christians we did not choose God but out of His love and grace God choses us. 
From this dialogue comes a list of things for which we were chosen and to which 
we are called.  
 First, we are chosen for joy. Despite the difficulty of life, true Christians 
travel their path in joy, always trying to do the right thing lightheartedly and with a 
smile on their face. Nothing hurts Christianity more than those who proclaim their 



faith with somber faces and dark words. It is true, believers frequently fail in their 
struggles, but we are forgiven. That is the source of our joy. 
 Next, we are sent out, as Jesus’ followers, into the world to love all we 
meet. We are not supposed to compete, dispute or quarrel with one another. We 
are supposed to be helpful, caring and compassionate. A faithful believer shows 
the world how to love others. Some may ask what right He had to demand we 
love one another. Jesus’ response would be, ‘“Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down his life for his friends’ and I did that.” Jesus showed His love by 
fulfilling the commandment He gave to us. Love one another.  
 Jesus called us to be His friends. In the Bible, there was no shame in 
being called a slave of God; Moses, Joshua and David were all called slaves of 
God. The apostle Paul, as a sign of humility, constantly referred to himself as a 
slave of Jesus Christ. A slave, however, follows directions, doing only what they 
are told. Jesus wanted Paul, you, me and all believers to do much more than 
that. To be His friend we must develop a faith and intimacy with Him that leads to 
love. Only love can produce love.  
 Jesus made us a tremendous offer, to be His friends and the friends of His 
Father. It means we don’t have to stand at a distance and gaze longing into the 
heavens.  We are no longer servants with no right to enter the presence. Jesus 
gave us this gift, an intimacy with the Father, that makes both Father and Son 
our close friends. 
Let us pray: 
 Lord, preserve us in faith and hope. We confess that these past weeks 
have brought winds of discouragement that weigh us down. Help us to remember 
that no matter how strong these winds of the storm are, we  
will not move away from the hope promised in the gospel. We recognize that we 
were once strangers, hostile towards you. We know that through your sacrifice 
on the Cross, and by your Holy Spirit, you have reconciled and presented us 
irreproachable before our Father. Lord, at times, there seems to be so much 
wrong with what the world is experiencing. We ask you to sustain us in faith and 
by your word of hope. Let our lives not shift from your purposes because of this 
moment. We ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen  

 
 


